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Module VI.2: Great Wall of China Essay

Directions: Respond to the prompt shared below by typing your essay directly in this document.  Save the file (VI.2_LAST NAME) and submit it to the dropbox.  A grading rubric can be found at the end of this document. Your final grade on this task will be an average of the quiz score from SAS and the score on this essay. 

	PROMPT: It is said that the history of the Great Wall is the history of the people of China. Explain what the history of the Great Wall teaches you about the political, social, and economic history of the Chinese people. 
· Be sure that your essay is at least three paragraphs in length and discusses at least two examples for Chinese politics, society, and economics.

	Great Wall of China
The Great Wall of China is located in the Northern part of China, and it has a total length of 13, 000 miles. The wall has acted as a prominent symbol of China in line with its vivid and a long history.  Qin Shi Huang was the emperor who originally conceived the idea of its establishment during the ancient time of third century B.C as a way of minimizing incursion from nomad barbarians (Ma, et al. 2014).  The history of the establishment of this wall has divulged much information regarding the political, economic and social aspects of the people of China. Although it was made as means of preventing barbarians’ incursions, the wall resulted in many other benefits based on the above mention aspects. 
On the political aspect, the wall portrayed a robust military value as it provided a strong defense against the invaders. The emperor Qin demolished all other fortification walls for different kingdoms and joined together the walls along the northern border thereby unifying China into one kingdom during his dynasty. For this reason, China became strong politically and could now be ruled effectively under one commander. At the same time, China became separated from the rest of the world as this wall acted as a national boundary of China during ancient time. 
Secondly, on the social aspect, the wall acted as a barrier to cultural influence from foreigners and it represented the physical strength of this nation. It is the only human-made structure which can be seen from the space thus giving China a cultural pride for that achievement. The wall ensured peace to the Chinese who lived in the north against Huns and Mongolian and created a defense pattern meant for future generations (Moise, 2013).  The Chinese culture, history, and development are all represented by this structure. On the economic aspect, the wall protected the economic growth of China as trading could smoothly take place as a result of maintained peace. Also, the trading routes like Silk Road were protected while at the same time, transportation and information transmission were also secured.  
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	CATEGORY
	4 - Above 
Standards
	3 - Meets 
Standards
	2 - Approaching 
Standards
	1 - Below 
Standards
	Score

	Focus / Introduction
	Well structured introduction that provides purposeful context
	Structured introduction that provides relevant context
	Poorly structured introduction that provides vague or irrelevant context
	Incomplete or missing introduction
	____
x2

	Support for Position
	Provides specific and substantial evidence to address the prompt
	Provides sufficient evidence to address the prompt
	Provides insufficient evidence to address the prompt
	Provides minimal or no evidence to address the prompt
	____
x2

	Accuracy
	All supportive facts are reported accurately.
	Almost all supportive facts are reported accurately.
	Most supportive facts are reported accurately.
	Most supportive facts were inaccurately reported.
	____
x2

	Usage
	Evidence effectively used to demonstrate substantial understanding of the topic.
	Evidence used to demonstrate understanding of the topic
	Evidence improperly used or demonstrated limited understanding of the topic
	Demonstrates little to no understanding of the topic
	____


	Clarity of Writing
	Clear and understandable writing
	Mostly clear and understandable writing
	Writing is somewhat difficult to understand
	Writing is difficult to understand
	____


	Grammar & Spelling
	Evident control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage and sentence formation
	Adequate control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation
	Limited control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation
	Minimal to no control of grammar, mechanics, spelling, usage, and sentence formation
	____


	
	
	
	
	SCORE
	____/50



	Quiz Score (scaled to 10):
	Essay Score (scaled to 40):
	Final Score: 



